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playing basketball with them and
coaching their soccer games, this man,
who is about my age, was languishing
in a Chinese prison.

I recently read the book ‘‘China
Live’’ by Mike Chinoy. Mike was the
CNN correspondent and before that,
the NBC correspondent—in Beijing,
then Hong Kong. He went to China as a
young man in the seventies, very ideal-
istic, believing the Chinese regime was
going to bring human rights and de-
mocracy and freedom to the people of
China. He left disillusioned to a great
extent, but he tells about the trial of
Wei Jingsheng. I want to read this as I
conclude. He talked about Wei
Jingsheng, on October 9, 1979, going on
trial.

Pictures from the proceedings were broad-
cast on Chinese TV. They showed a youthful-
looking Wei, dressed in prison garb, his head
shaved and bowed, listening to the verdict
before a panel of stony-faced judges and a
carefully selected audience of five hundred
people. I had read his essays and seen for my-
self the hope generated by Democracy Wall.
Now, working late at the NBC bureau in
Hong Kong on the day Wei was sentenced to
fifteen years in jail for
‘‘counterrevolutionary incitement’’, I was
angry and upset.

Although intellectually I recognized that
profound changes were still under way in
China—holding out, over the long term, the
possibility of a more humane society—it was
hard to be neutral and dispassionate watch-
ing such a travesty of justice. My feelings
became even stronger when I acquired a copy
of the transcript of Wei’s trial, which had
been surreptitiously tape-recorded and dis-
tributed by other activists not yet under de-
tention. Standing before his accusers, Wei
refused to admit to any crime. Instead he
forcefully defended his ideas of democracy.
His courage in the face of a certain guilty
verdict and long prison term was astonish-
ing. I wished I could do something to help.

He said, ‘‘I wished I could do some-
thing to help.’’ Twenty years after that
trial, things are not better in China,
and we see a new round of the same
kind of show trials, phony trials and
repression. Mike Chinoy said, ‘‘I wished
I could do something to help.’’ Ladies
and gentlemen of the Senate, we have a
chance today to do a little something
to help. This year marks the 10th anni-
versary of the Tiananmen massacre.
This is an incredibly important year in
China and for the democracy move-
ment in China. We can take an impor-
tant step and cast an important vote
with overwhelming bipartisan support
for this resolution today.

I ask my colleagues to call upon the
administration to sponsor this resolu-
tion in Geneva this summer, condemn-
ing the human rights abuses ongoing in
China today.

Mr. President, at this time I yield
back the remainder of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). The distinguished majority lead-
er is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I do have a
unanimous consent request to pro-
pound, and I know we would, then, be
prepared to go to a recorded vote. But
before we do that, I want to take a mo-
ment to commend the distinguished

Senator from Arkansas for the work he
has done and the fact that he has been
joined by the Senator from Minnesota
in addressing this very important
issue. I know they have been joined by
a number of Senators on both sides of
the aisle.

This is not something new with the
Senator from Arkansas. Senator
HUTCHINSON has been trying to empha-
size his concerns about the terrible
human rights policies in the People’s
Republic of China ever since he has
been in the Senate. I know he worked
on it last year. He has been trying to
make the point this is a serious prob-
lem, and I think the justification for
this serious expression is the fact that
it is still not what it should be. He has
been talking about it for quite some
time, as have others, and there con-
tinue to be terrible human rights viola-
tions.

So I think it is appropriate that the
Senate, in its second legislative action
of this year, would express its very
strong concern regarding this human
rights situation in the People’s Repub-
lic of China. I have read the resolution.
I think it is well stated. And the time-
liness is also very important. As we
now are about to have the annual
meeting of the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights in Geneva,
Switzerland, for the Senate to go on
record taking a stand for this human
rights position, I think, is very com-
mendable. I am glad I have been able to
work with Senator DASCHLE and both
sides of the aisle to make it possible
for us to consider this separately, to
highlight the fact that we are not just
sticking this on as a sense-of-the-Sen-
ate resolution in a bill, this is a Senate
resolution that states clearly our con-
cern and our position. I am very
pleased to be supportive of my col-
league’s efforts.

I yield to the Senator from Min-
nesota.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I know Senator
HUTCHINSON thanked the majority lead-
er. I also want to thank the majority
leader for his support in doing this. He
is right. It is timely. We do want to ask
for the yeas and nays.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
f

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 1,
1999 AND TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1999

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before we
go to the yeas and nays, let me pro-
pound my unanimous consent request.
We have worked this out on both sides
of the aisle with the chairman of our
select committee with regard to the
Y2K issue and the ranking member,
Senator DODD. This will be the sched-
ule, then, for the balance of this week
and Monday and Tuesday of next week.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate completes its business

today, it stand in adjournment until 10
a.m. on Monday, March 1, for a pro
forma session only. Immediately fol-
lowing the convening on Monday, I ask
that the Senate then adjourn over
until 9:30 on Tuesday, March 2, and pro-
ceed immediately to consideration of
S. 314, providing for small business
loans regarding the year 2000 computer
programs, and that there be 1 hour of
debate to be equally divided between
Senators BOND and KERRY of Massachu-
setts, with no amendments or motions
in order.

I further ask that the vote occur on
passage of S. 314 at 10:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, and that paragraph 4 of rule 12 be
waived.

I also ask that, immediately follow-
ing the passage of that bill, Senator
BENNETT be recognized to make a mo-
tion to recess the Senate in order to
allow the Senate to hear confidential
information regarding the Y2K issue in
S–407 of the Capitol, and I further ask
the Senate stand in recess for the
weekly party caucuses between the
hours of 12:30 and 2:15 on Tuesday,
March 2.

I further ask at 2:15 on Tuesday, the
Senate immediately proceed to S. Res.
7, having discharged the resolution
from the Rules Committee, and there
be 3 hours of debate, being equally di-
vided between Senators BENNETT and
DODD, with no amendments or motions
being in order, and a vote to occur on
adoption of that resolution at the con-
clusion or yielding back of that time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, in light of
that order, the Senate will not be in
session on Friday and will be in pro
forma session only on Monday. The
Senate will debate the Y2K loan pro-
gram bill on Tuesday morning, with a
rollcall vote on passage at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday. Therefore, the next rollcall
vote will be at 10:30 on Tuesday. Fol-
lowing that vote, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the briefing in S–407. I want to
encourage Senators to attend this
briefing because it does involve very
important, classified information with
regard to the Y2K issue.

At 2:15, the Senate will proceed to
the funding resolution for the special
committee on the year 2000 technology
and related issues, for up to 3 hours.

I thank my colleagues for their co-
operation and, again, I commend those
who have been involved in S. Res. 45. I
yield the floor.

f

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the resolution.
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VOTE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion. The yeas and nays have been or-
dered on S. Res. 45.

The clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-

ator from New Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI)
is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 99,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 27 Leg.]
YEAS—99

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bunning
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee
Cleland
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Coverdell
Craig
Crapo
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards

Enzi
Feingold
Feinstein
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln

Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles
Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Voinovich
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NOT VOTING—1

Torricelli

The resolution (S. Res. 45) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 45

Whereas the annual meeting of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, provides a forum for dis-
cussing human rights and expressing inter-
national support for improved human rights
performance;

Whereas, according to the United States
Department of State and international
human rights organizations, the Government
of the People’s Republic of China continues
to commit widespread and well-documented
human rights abuses in China and Tibet and
continues the coercive implementation of
family planning policies and the sale of
human organs taken from executed pris-
oners;

Whereas such abuses stem from an intoler-
ance of dissent and fear of civil unrest on the
part of authorities in the People’s Republic
of China and from a failure to adequately en-
force laws in the People’s Republic of China
that protect basic freedoms;

Whereas such abuses violate internation-
ally accepted norms of conduct enshrined by
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China re-
cently signed the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, but has yet to
take the steps necessary to make the cov-
enant legally binding;

Whereas the President decided not to spon-
sor a resolution criticizing the People’s Re-

public of China at the United Nations Human
Rights Commission in 1998 in consideration
of commitments by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China to sign the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and based on a belief that progress on
human rights in the People’s Republic of
China could be achieved through other
means;

Whereas authorities in the People’s Repub-
lic of China have recently escalated efforts
to extinguish expressions of protest or criti-
cism and have detained scores of citizens as-
sociated with attempts to organize a legal
democratic opposition, as well as religious
leaders, writers, and others who petitioned
the authorities to release those arbitrarily
arrested; and

Whereas these efforts underscore that the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China continues to commit serious human
rights abuses, despite expectations to the
contrary following two summit meetings be-
tween President Clinton and President Jiang
in which assurances were made regarding im-
provements in the human rights record of
the People’s Republic of China: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that at the 55th Session of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Commission in Geneva,
Switzerland, the United States should intro-
duce and make all efforts necessary to pass
a resolution calling upon the People’s Repub-
lic of China to end its human rights abuses
in China and Tibet.

Mr. FRIST. I move to reconsider the
vote.

Mr. HUTCHINSON. I move to lay
that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 5 minute each.

The distinguished Senator from Ten-
nessee is recognized.

Mr. FRIST. Under a previous agree-
ment, this time has been allotted to
Senator COVERDELL or his designee,
and I have been designated to oversee
this next 45 minutes to an hour to talk
about the Education Flexibility Part-
nership Act of 1999.
f

EDUCATION FLEXIBILITY
PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 1999

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will be
discussing two critical areas as we ad-
dress the education of our youth in this
country. Those two areas are flexibil-
ity and accountability. Discussing this
topic with me will be Senators CHAFEE,
BOND, CRAIG, VOINOVICH, GREGG,
HUTCHINSON, and COLLINS.

The issue that we will discuss is
called Ed-Flex. Specifically, it is the
Education Flexibility Partnership Act
of 1999. The shorthand version is ‘‘Ed-
Flex.’’ That is the way it will be re-
ferred to, I am sure, over the next sev-
eral hours and the next several days as
we look at this particular bill which I
expect to come to the floor next week.

Let me begin by discussing what Ed-
Flex is so people will know what we are

talking about. It is really pretty sim-
ple. Ed-Flex is a State waiver program
that allows schools and school districts
at the local level to obtain or have the
opportunity to obtain a waiver to carry
out and accomplish a specific edu-
cational mission, but with flexibility
free of Washington red tape, free of the
administrative regulatory burden
which too often—and we hear it as we
travel across the State again and
again—shackles them in terms of
meeting those specific goals. These
regulations are often well intentioned.
We create them right here in this room
in Washington, DC, and then we expect
them to fit every local community.
They simply don’t fit. That is No. 1.
That is what Ed-Flex is.

No. 2, we as a country recognize we
are failing our children today in terms
of education. We are trying hard,
teachers are trying hard, local schools
are trying hard, but we simply are not
doing the job that our children deserve
in preparing them for the next millen-
nium.

Ed-Flex allows every State the op-
tion of participating in a demonstra-
tion program which has been enor-
mously successful; this program was
first established in 1994 and expanded
in 1996. So we have a track record.
Right now Ed-Flex is in 12 States.
What this bill does is strengthen the
accountability provisions and then
gives all 50 States the opportunity to
participate in Ed-Flex to help our
States, to help our localities.

Education is primarily a local issue.
That is where these decisions should be
made. Washington must give these lo-
calities, these schools, these school dis-
tricts, the flexibility they need in order
to innovate, to do a better job, to do
what they know is best.

Let me cite some examples that real-
ly make it clear to people. They under-
stand Ed-Flex is a State waiver pro-
gram that allows schools and school
districts to accomplish goals free of red
tape. Here are some examples:

In Maryland, Ed-Flex reduced class
size for math and science students from
25 to 1 to 12 to 1. It has cut it in half.
They wouldn’t have been able to do it
without Ed-Flex.

In Oregon, Ed-Flex allowed high
schools and community colleges to
work together to provide advanced
computer courses to students who
would otherwise not be able to receive
this technical instruction.

A third example: In Kansas, waivers
provide all-day kindergarten, preschool
for 4-year-olds, and new reading strate-
gies for all students. It would not be
possible without Ed-Flex.

It is common sense. It is bipartisan.
It is a plan that has been supported by
every Governor in this country. It is
one that we are going to move ahead,
doing the Nation’s business in a bipar-
tisan way to accomplish what I believe
is one of the most important goals be-
fore us, and that is to improve edu-
cation in this country.
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